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The Burden  
 Training leaders for the present and the future 
 Training leaders for a healthy church  
 Training leaders for an expanding church 

The Subject  
 Personal Spiritual Life   

The Method? 
 Teach or Train?  Lecture or Workshop?  
 

For me, it was clear that the men must learn to think, reason and assimilate Scripture and see for themselves how 
the Word of God comes alive for life.  So, last December, I had assigned the men to overview Philippians in 
preparation for a week focused on developing sermons on óPersonal Spiritual Lifeô.  
 

I have to admit, discovering that not one man was prepared was greatly discouraging.  Had it not been for Ken 
training a group of young men aspiring to be pastors, I might have left my group for another day.  So, after a 1/2 day 
of study hall, we started examining Philippians.  Imagine my shock when a pastor asked ñWhat does this book have 
to do with personal spiritual life?ò  Maybe the real question was, ñIs the Word of God practical?ò  YES!  Maybe 
another question is, ñHow do these men define the Biblical call to leadership?ò  
 

The majority of the subjects my course was to cover could be related, illustrated or directly seen in the words of Paul 
to the Philippians.  So we continued.  The men are still learning how to let Godôs Word speak.  Exegesis is not easy, 
but it is powerful.  
 

I believe progress was made as the week continued.  We grappled with spiritual life issues that came from Paulôs 
writing.  The men have power and position as a pastor and many are reluctant to disciple for fear of being attacked, 
replaced or outdone by a Timothy!  Remember, Ken is teaching 25 ñTimothyôsò in the next building!  For many, their 
idea of ministry is mostly defined as preaching on Sunday morning and doing public street preaching.  I realized from 
their questions that they do not understand the value and methods of discipling in small groups.  
 

So, I spent a day letting them accomplish specific tasks in small groups.  They learned how to ask questions in a 
group setting.  They got excited.  You should have seen their faces when I told them their last session in small groups 
would be led by the Timothy Class.  Glory to God!  The young men led the older men in a discussion of Titus that 
makes me still tear up as I type.  The men saw a practical way to see a change in personal spiritual life occur in a 
group discussion setting.  After this, when I discussed the subject of small groups, they knew firsthand what they had 
learned and experienced in small groups.  Praise God!   
 

Please continue to pray for the men to complete their assignments.  They are to develop a message on óGivingô and 
another on óThe Churchôs Responsibility Towards Widows and Orphansô.  May Godôs Word come alive in their hearts 
and messages. 
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Chicken Update! 
 

Remember our óChickens for Jesusô campaign last trip?  Well, many are now laying eggs for their widows.  On 
Tuesday, a group of widows came to say, ñThank you.ò  I was told, ñNow, we have eggs to eat and can sell some to 
buy other kinds of food.ò  A few hens and a rooster has literally changed their lives.  On Thursday afternoon, I visited 
some of the widowsô homes to see their chickens.  I was overwhelmed ð A one-room home with a dirt floor, a cook 
pot on the floor over a wood fire and a bed to the other side of the SUV-sized tin roof structure.  They danced, 
praised God and gave testimony about their chickens.  For about $25US, they have a coop, chickens, a food source 
and hope, while  being environmentally friendly and self sustaining.  I have challenged the pastors to continue this 
ministry.  We were able to leave some funds for another 15 destitute widows to be blessed with a few chickens.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your Partnership is Making a Huge Difference in Lives 
 

˓ Do the math.  Training 28 pastors has a multiplying influence in the lives of those in the congregations. 
  
˓ Lives are touched through training perspective pastors. 
 

˓ Widows and families are impacted by the Gospel when our people learn to engage in good deeds. (Titus 3:14) 
 

˓ Your partnership is bearing fruit miles away! 

 
The Future?  
 

~  I am looking to God for wisdom and ministry funds to teach óMarriage and Familyô in Ukraine and Argentina.  
 

~  A great opportunity appears to be developing in Liberia to work with pastors and church planters. 
  
But the truth is, funding is not at a level to support a family and travel.  Please pray and give as God leads.  Like 
many ministries in these days, our accounts have too much red ink!  But, I know God has supplied for 15 years of 
ministry and travel and will continue to direct.  
 
Thank you for your faithful and generous partnership. 
 
For the Gospel, 

 
 
 

 
 

A VIEW OF THE KITCHEN 
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