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Kathy and I can never say thank you enough for your 

partnership.  Your prayers and support make it possible 

for us to do that which God has called us to do through World 

Reach.  Missions is really a team effort carried out by the body of Christ.  While 

a lot of what I do is behind the scenes, I want you to know that you help make 

possible that which brings glory to God.  One of my favorite sayings is, “Missions 

begins once you get past the end of your nose.”  In reality, God has called all 

those who know the Savior to be a missionary.  So, whether you are praying,  

giving, or going (even just across the street), keep investing your life in that 

which will count for eternity. 

 Missions is ultimately accom-

plished by  Jesus Christ changing 

lives one person at a time.  Let me 

s share one example of this.  The 

other day I had a conversation with a young man named Menga (not his real name) 

from a Mediterranean country that has a majority Muslim population.  I had heard 

that he was a Christian so I asked him how he had come to Christ.  Listen to what he said.  

Raised in a Muslim family, as a teenager he had come into contact with a World Reach mis-

sionary family.  Although initially attracted to the novelty of these new foreigners, he quickly 

noticed a difference in their lives and how they related to each other in a loving manner, which 

was quite different from his own family.  He began to ask questions about the Bible, his rela-

tionship to God and this “good news” he was hearing.  Finally, after many months, 
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while reading the Bible one night he realized the truth of God’s Word— 

that he was a sinner and in need of a Savior.  With tears in his eyes he went in the middle of 

the night to the family he had observed those many months and asked the question that led him 

to the Savior, “What must I do?”  That night, Menga opened his heart to Christ and his life has 

not been the same since.   

 Why do I share this with you?  Missions is not a program, a plan, or an organization.  

In it’s purest form, missions is simply each of us emulating the person of Christ 

by word and deed and watching God do the rest. 

 I’ve been studying the life of 

Abraham (aka Abram) for several 

months and recently a question 

jumped out at me from the pages of 

Genesis, chapter 16.  An interesting encounter 

takes place between Hagar and the Angel of the Lord.  You remember Hagar, a 

servant to Sarah (aka Sarai), who was acquired during Abraham’s journey to 

Egypt.  Sarah, still barren,  gave her to Abraham to bear a child. She thought, all be it incor-

rectly, that the child would be the fulfillment of God’s promise of an heir for she and Abraham.   

 Well, a long story made short, as always happens when we try to circumvent God’s 

plan, it didn’t work out as Sarah expected.  After Hagar became pregnant, her relationship with 

Sarah soured.  Things became so unbearable that Hagar decided to return to Egypt.  Alone and 

in the desert, God seeks her out and we see an amazing encounter between the living God and 

a distraught women.  The encounter centers around God asking Hagar questions:  “. . . where 

have you come from and where are you going?” With two questions, God changes the course 

of her life.  Headed in the wrong direction, i.e., back to Egypt, 

she obeys God and returns to Abraham’s family. In spite of 

strained relations, she experiences God’s blessings, her son 

comes under God’s covenant with Abraham and, for a time, she 

sees God’s promise for Abraham unfold.  God’s questions to 

Hagar are pregnant (pun intended) with applications for us.  

From God’s perspective, the real issue is not so 

much where I’ve come from, but where I am go-

ing.  So, where are you going?  Being in the center of God’s 

will transcends circumstances and results in blessings. 
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