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Recent Happenings  . . . Theology Matters 

 

What’s Happening With the Sans? 

 

Romania 

 

This past September, Dick and Gloria traveled to Brasov, Romania to re-start the 

Bible Institute that had temporarily been suspended.  While there, Dick fine-tuned 

church, administration and student details, along with overseeing the first class of the 

re-start period.  
 

Then in November, Dick returned to Brasov to teach 

ñSpiritual Leadership and Discipleshipò, the eighth of 

14 courses these students will receive.  Gloria assisted 

in many ways, not the least of which was developing 

and attending to the supporting Power Point slides.  

Pastor Marius Chiciudean was our interpreter.  He is a 

Romanian who travels throughout Europe teaching 

various subjects in several schools.  We were very 

blessed to have him working with us.  We were also very blessed to be able to see 

Francisco and Martita Berrios again.  They are World Reach missionaries in that area.  

They were extremely helpful to us while we were at the school. 
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ñIf any man be 

in Christ he is 

a new creation, 

old things have 

passed away, 

behold all 

things are 

become new.ò 
 

I Corinthians 5:17 
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Jesus Christ 

We were also blessed to be invited to preach in Pastor 

Milu Plavitiuôs Sunday morning service.  Pastor Miluôs 

church hosts the Bible Institute in their facilities.  They 

are a very warm, cordial and supportive church.  I 

learned a lot more about the Romanian culture during 

this mission trip, as they learned more from Godôs 

Word.  It is said that ñHeaven is a prepared place for a 

prepared people.ò  I believe after the ñSpiritual 

Leadership and Discipleshipò course, these young 

people are one step better prepared to take on 

responsibilities in their churches. 



Theology Matters 

 

Henry Blackaby states in his book entitled Holiness: ñAll through the Scriptures, God says the highway over 

which He goes, the highway over which Godôs people travel, is the way of holiness.  That is especially true 

when God brings to our hearts what He wants us to do in prayer.  When we pray as God initiates us to do and 

our lives are clean to receive His Word, He will respond.ò  The person God uses greatly is a person who 

dependently prays to God for His will to be accomplished.  Prayer is not for the purpose of seeking God to 

bless what we are doing but to seek God and learn what His will is and then trust Him to accomplish His 

purposes and plans.  James uses two words to describe the type of prayers of believers that move God to 

respond in a powerful, supernatural way.  The two words are ñEffectualò and ñFervent.ò  These two words 

bring the following three truths: 

 

ǅ  ñEffectiveò é John McArthur has stated, ñThe prayers of a righteous man are a potent force in 

calling down the power of God for restoring weak, struggling believers to spiritual health.ò 

 

ǅ  ñEnergeticò é The concept conveyed by the phrase ñeffectual fervent prayerò is the idea of energy.  

It refers to the energy of the Holy Spirit praying through the believer.  John Philips says, ñGreat is 

the power and strength of a Godly personôs supplication.  It avails much in its our-working.  It 

releases tremendous power.ò 

 

ǅ  ñEssentialò é There are two essentials for effective prayer that brings the demonstration of the 

power of God . . . Faith (James 5:15) and Fervor (James 5:16). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practical Theology 

 

Evangelism in many countries can become a sin when it is insensitive to the peopleôs feelings.  Donôt get me 

wrongðwe need to be bold in our witness just as Paul claimed to be ñvery boldò in his (2 Corinthians 3:12). 

Yet, at the same time, in every cultural situation we must exercise sensitivity to our audience (1 Corinthians 

9:19-23).  If our boldness lacks cultural sensitivity and ignorance of worldviews and local customs, it will be 

offensive.  Therefore, our witness must be seasoned with grace.  And grace means that we must take a 

humble, non-confrontational and knowledgeable approach to evangelism.  Evangelism is graceful when it 

takes the time to study and observe local customs and traditions.  This is evangelism that is Christ-like.  This 

is evangelism that appeals to the unregenerate heart.  

 

Can evangelism ever be a sin?  Indeed it can when methods and motives are wrong.  When it is insensitive to 

local customs and norms, it is sinful.  When it is manipulative and exploitative, it is sin-filled.  In our zeal to 

evangelize the lost, our methods should never discredit the glorious message we proclaim.  While it may be 

true that the messenger himself may be discredited, the message should never be (and it wonôt be if ethical 

standards are followed).  The apostle Paul told the Corinthian believers that our message will be offensive to 

some.  As emulators of Christ, we must make every effort to assure its delivery is not.   

Sorrow looks down, 

Worry looks around,  

But Faith looks up! 
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God’s Grace 

 

My grace is sufficient for you. 

Forever My promise is true.  

Tho trials confound you  

and troubles surround you, 

My Spirit will make your heart new.  

My strength is made perfect in weakness. 

My grace will supply all your need. 

For all things together work good if you love Me. 

My grace is sufficient for you.  

 

(Borrowed from Mary Hines Newsletter, Source of Light Ministries Intôlð ñThank you, Mary!ò) 

 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

 

Your prayers are requested for: 
 

  Good health that we may continue to travelðteaching and administering Bible Institute matters 
 

  Financial needs for upcoming ministry requirements 

 

 

We pray each of you and your families will have a Blessed Christmas and a New Year filled with Godôs 

Presence in your lives.  May His Wisdom, Insight and Love guide you all through the year!                                                                                              

          

         serving Him always, 
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