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   Theology . . . What’s Happening? 

 

Is National and Global Stress Bothering You? 

 

In some ways, I feel like the whole globe senses a landmine kind of tension these days.  

The antagonism that exists between nations of the world and the growing ability for 

global destruction through nuclear power looms over us.  The worldwide economic 

crisis has already impacted almost every one of us in some way.  Chances are very 

likely that if you arenôt losing your job or your house, you know somebody who is.  

There has only been one other period in my lifetime when the world seemed this 

volatile, and that was many years ago.  
 

What is the answer during these distressing times?  It all comes down to the 

foundational truth in the first four words of the Bible.  ñIn the beginning Godò says 

Genesis 1:1.  The word ñGodò in the verse is the Hebrew name Elohiym.  The word is 

plural and means ñrulers, judges, divine ones.ò The word points to the Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit. 
 

During these difficult days, remember that there is an Eternal Godhead who has joined 

Himself to us, not only to save us for eternal life with Him, but to guide us through the 

challenging affairs of our lives in this world.  During my life, Iôve heard preachers tell 

how things would get worse before the end.  Now that things are getting much worse, 

many of these same Christians act horrified by world events, as if they canôt 

understand what is happening or why it is happening. 
 

The answer is clear: It is happening because our Sovereign God is working out all 

things to complete His plan for the ages.  There is a God who oversees every detail of 

this world.  Things donôt randomly happen.  The same God who was ñin the 

beginningò is the Ever-Present Ruler of all things now.  He is the Alpha (the 

beginning) and the Omega (the end) and everything in-between. 
 

It is normal to feel pain and express grief in distressing times, but in the midst of our 

feelings we can hold onto our God by faith.  Not only does He have global events 

under His control, but He also has the details of our individual lives under His control.  

Our job, our mortgage, our retirement account, our health, our future is all in His 

control.  So, trust Him even though you canôt see whatôs ahead.  Itôs a matter of faith!  

In the beginning, God.  In the end, God.  In the meantime, God.  If our God is loving as 

we have professed Him to be (and He is) and if He is all-powerful as we have 

professed Him to be (and He is), then we can cling to Him, knowing that whatever 

might happen in our world, our country, our family or our individual lives is okay.  Not 

a sparrow falls to the ground without His supervision.  So, you can be sure that you 

have nothing to fear. 

 touching 

 tomorrow 

 today 

―We do not 

know what  

to do, but 

our eyes are  

upon Thee.‖ 

 

2 Chronicles 

20:12c 
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―Cursed is he 

who does the 

work of the 

Lord with 

slackness.‖ 

 

Jeremiah 

48:10a 



Feelings rise and fall based on external stimuli.  But faith is to remain steadfast based on the eternal 

goodness and power of the One who holds us in His hand.  So, when you are scared, look to Him with faith 

in His everlasting love for you.  When youôre confused, look to Him with confidence that He knows what 

He is accomplishing.  When life makes no sense and you donôt know what to do, place your gaze, your focus 

on Him; looking neither to the left, nor the right, nor behind, but keep your Spiritual eyes on the author and 

finisher of our faith.  He will see us through these times until Jesus returns for His Church. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 
 

What’s Happening With the Sans? 

 

                                                        Romania 

Gloria and I have recently returned from the Bible Institute in Brasov, 

Romania where we met with pastors, aspiring pastors and church 

leaders.  I also had the privilege of preaching in Pastor Milu 

Plavitiusôs church on Sunday morning.  I enjoy speaking to his 

church family.  They are hungry for Godôs Word.  The Service was 

two hours long and the Lordôs Supper was celebrated.  

 

My tasks for this mission trip included ensuring that the National 

Coordinators for the Brasov churches were fully aware of and 

meeting their Bible Institute requirements and that the students fully 

understood the graduation requirements they would have to meet and 

that they were committed to the 3-year training process.  It was a wonderful time to see how the Lord had 

moved in their hearts in these important areas.  I was blessed. 

 

I also had the task of overseeing our brother from Ukraine, Andrew 

Bulyhin, at his first teaching assignment.  Andrew came up through 

the ranks, so to speak.  First, he was an interpreter for World Reach in 

Ukraine.  Then, he added to that responsibility Bible Institute 

Coordinator requirements.  Andrew always met these important tasks 

with outstanding results.  He and his family are committed Christians 

and such a joy to be around.  So, we believed it was appropriate for 

Andrew to receive teacher training and join the staff of World Reach 

teachers. He did just as excellent a job at teaching as he had 

accomplished in his previous responsibilities. 
    
We have completed eight Institute training courses in Brasov, with seven remaining to accomplish.  I will go 

to Romania in November to continue the process by teaching the Spiritual Leadership and Discipleship 

course.  Your prayers in anticipation of this coming time will be greatly appreciated.  

 

Kenya 

The survey of students who have graduated from the two Bible Institutes in Kenya and their church 

members has been completed.  We embarked on surveying these folks to determine if our training subjects, 

program and processes were meeting their church needs.  Although the surveys are in the process of being 

analyzed, the early indications are very positive.  Praise God!  We will start the development of the next 

class in Kenya in the very near future. 

ñFor we are powerless against the great multitude that is coming against us.  We do 

not know what to do, but our eyes are upon Thee.ò  ñYou will not need to fight this 

battle; take your position, stand still, and see the victory of the Lord on your behalf, 

O Judah and Jerusalem.  Fear not, and be not dismayed; tomorrow go out against 

them and the Lord will be with you.ò  2 Chronicles 20:12b-c, 17 
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Colombia 

When we started this Pastoral class in June 2008, we had 25 pastors committed to the class.  But, as the 

word got out of the courses being taught, others started to come!  Although the class is for pastors, another 

50 are now attending as students who audit the course.  Of course, this has added to the cost factor for the 

Mission, but we could not turn away these folks who are so enthusiastic and committed to learning Godôs 

Word.  The 8th course has just been completed, with 10 more to be accomplished until graduation.  

 

Thank You 

While we have not had an opportunity in recent days to personally send our thanks for your prayer and 

financial support - please, please know that we are so appreciative of all you do for us.  We have been 

involved not only traveling to meet mission needs, meeting daily Bible Institute administrative and 

management details, but I am also engaged in writing a book, Spiritual Realities.  This material comes out of 

a need that I hear over and over again from students concerning such subject areas as: ñDoctrine Is 

Importantò, ñGodôs Graceò, ñSin and Godôs Forgivenessò, ñEternal Securityò, ñLeadership Means 

Servanthoodò and many others.  So far, I have come up with about 120 areas that need Scriptural comment.  

I request your prayers for this endeavor. 

 

In these trying economic times when support giving has diminished, if you are not already giving and would 

like to prove our God strong in your behalf by giving and then watching God open the windows of Heaven 

to you, you many send a one-time or recurring monthly tax-deductable offering in our behalf to: 

                                                              

      World Reach 

      P.O. Box 26155 

      Birmingham, AL 35260-0155 

 

                                                                We know God will bless you mightily. 

 

         serving Him always, 

          

                                                                                 

                                                                                

 

 

A.W. Tozer wrote: ñFor every one that actually crosses over into the Promise Land, there are many who 

stand for a while and look longingly across the river and then turn sadly back to the comparative safety of 

the sandy wastes of the old life.ò   

 

O that it may not be said of us that we turned back.  Run the race to the end!  

                                                              

 


