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   Please Forgive 

 

I must first apologize to have been so long in sending this newsletter.  I have 

been working diligently day and night organizing, scheduling and finding 

qualified teachers for three new classes for Colombia, Romania and Kenya.  
 

As it turns out, in very recent days the new class start for Kenya had to be 

postponed for about a year, with good reason.  We have graduated three classes 

(about eight to nine years of work) and it has been decided that we need to 

conduct a thorough study of the results of the training thus far.  So, an in-depth 

survey will be undertaken with the pastors in Kenya who have graduated 

(about 100), as well as their congregations and communities, for the purpose of 

determining the possible need for improvements in training methods and 

processes, curriculum applicability to cultural and church needs and other areas 

needing study. 
 

The other two locations, Colombia and Romania, are proceeding on schedule 

with Preliminary and Core Subject Classes.  At the start of each new class, we 

conduct three or four Preliminary Classes.  Anyone interested in being 

considered for the 3-year Core study period can attend Preliminary Classes.  

These initial classes allow potential students to experience the Bible Institute 

class requirements and determine for themselves if they would like to apply for 

the 3-year Core studies.  This also gives the Institute opportunity to measure 

potential students with homework, tests, projects and their commitment level.  

Our facilities have limited space; therefore, the Bible Institutes must determine 

the most qualified and capable students for attendance. 
 

The Preliminary Classes have been completed in Romania, with the Core 

Classes starting September „08.  The last Preliminary Class in Colombia will 

be conducted during October „08, with the Core Classes to start in January „09. 
 

In the meantime, an Advanced Pastoral Class may start in the Spring of „09 in 

Argentina, with an additional undergraduate Pastoral Class starting in Peru 

during April „09.  
 

I hope you understand why I have not been able to provide a newsletter since 

June.  Ensuring that the right curriculum is ready for each area and finding 

teachers for this number of new classes has been a monumental task.      
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sanctify you 
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I Thessalonians 5:23 
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Upcoming Schedule  

 

 •  Trip to Birmingham Headquarters—September ó08—Staff Meeting 

                      Bible Institute Class Scheduling 
 

 •  Tentative Trip to Peru—October ó08—Class Development Work 
 

 •  Trip to Colombia—November ó08—Final Selection of Students for Core Classes 
 

 •  Trip to Romania—September ó09—Teach Church History Class 

 

   In—Between Trips   

 

There are an enormous number of administrative details to work out in training new teachers for our 

Bible Institutes—the processes and procedures they are required to meet as they go to serve God‟s 

Kingdom in training pastors and church leaders.  Gloria and I work diligently to ensure the 

development and details are accomplished on time. 

 

An Important Note From Me To You 

 

I love people.  I love talking to people, laughing and getting to know them on a personal and spiritual 

level.  One of the great joys of life is the privilege of sharing your life with the people you love.  But, 

because of sin in this world, with great friendship often comes great pain. 
 

Some years ago, both my wife and one of my best friends died of cancer.  It has been hard at times to 

move beyond the grief.  Very hard.  In fact, I know I could not cope without the comfort of God‟s 

Word and the assurance of Heaven.  Until you‟ve lost someone very close to you, it can be hard to 

grasp passages about the end times and things beyond this old world.  After a loved one dies, that 

Truth is all that gets you through those days. 
 

It is God‟s rock-solid truth that is able to dispel all our anxiety and sorrow.  Jesus Christ is the 

Resurrection and the Life.  Our future and the future of the entire world hinges on that fact.  Lose 

sight of it and our lives become hopeless.  
 

Sometimes I hear people say, “I don‟t know what the big deal is.  Who cares about eschatology?  

What difference does it make?”  The answers to these questions can be found in 1 and 2 

Thessalonians.  The short answer is that Scripture‟s teaching about end times makes all the difference 

in the world.  
 

The Resurrection is the difference between hope and despair.  It is the difference between doubt or 

assurance over a loved one‟s destiny and assurance of our own eternal life as well.  And Paul‟s 

lessons on the end times should be the difference between wickedness and holiness.  Paul gave the 
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church at Thessalonica these words so they would be ready, so they would be encouraged and so they 

would continue in brotherly love and Godly living.  To believers being persecuted (even to the point 

of death), this wasn‟t and isn‟t vain speculation.  Paul‟s words meant everything to them and they 

should to us, too.  

 

God‟s words mean everything to me.  I miss those who have gone ahead, but I know where they are.  

I know what lay in store for them and for all my loved ones who have passed on in the Lord.  This 

great Biblical Hope is for us, too.  I know that staying true to God right up to the very end is worth 

whatever suffering might come my way.  I can make it the goal of my life to be found blameless at 

the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ—and I know it is Christ alone who makes assurance of eternal 

life possible. 

 

Read, study and pray 1 and 2 Thessalonians.  If you are hurting, it will comfort you.  If your life lacks 

meaning, it will direct you.  If you are one of those rare people who have all their ducks in a row, it 

will affirm you.  And, if you aren‟t sure what to believe, this study will convict you.  I pray that it 

changes the way we think and that it changes the way we live.  Most importantly, I pray that your 

study encourages you and compels you to love and encourage others with God‟s promise of 

Resurrection.  God bless you, good friends.   

 

Thank You 

 

Gloria and I express to you our deepest, sincerest, heartfelt thanks for your ministry to us through 

prayer and financial support during these past seven years of Bible Institute ministry.  Your support 

has made is possible for us to serve the Lord and His Church in Ukraine, Romania, Kenya, Peru, 

Colombia, El Salvador and Honduras.  Thank You so much, dear friends.  If you have any questions 

about Dick‟s ministry with World Reach as the International Director of the Bible Institutes, feel free 

to call, email or write to us: 

 

   Phone:  478-953-7683 

   Email:  dsans@world-reach.org 

   Home Address:  203 Brentwood Drive 

                                             Warner Robins, GA 31088 

 

Until the next newsletter—God Bless You Abundantly!  

 

    Serving Him always, 

 

 

 

“If then you have been raised with Christ, 

seek the things that are above,  

where Christ is, seated at the  

right hand of God.” 

 

                                             Colossians 3:1 


