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A New Day—A New Dawn—A New Work 

   

In our March newsletter we indicated that Dick would be traveling to 

Colombia to start new Bible Institute efforts in that country.  The mission 

trip was conducted from April 26–30. 

 

Dick met with Pastor Alberto Benevides and Jim Berryhill from Bogota, 

Oscar Cabreva from Cucuta and Andres Acosta from Cordoloa, Argentina, 

to conduct further efforts for building new pastoral Bible Institutes.  The 

daily meetings were accomplished in a very organized and united manner. 

 

Reports were received from brother Andres of the on-going efforts to 

contact pastors around the country of Argentina to brief them of the 

availability of World Reach Pastoral Training.  Many pastors have shown 

significant interest in our training - to the point that Dick will be going to 

Argentina in the near future to conduct meetings with interested church 

leaders. 

        

During the 

three days of 

m e e t i n g s , 

Bible Institute 

s t a r t - u p 

processes and 

c l a s s 

requirements 

w e r e 

discussed in 

great detail.  A 

c o m p l e t e 

schedule was 

developed for 

the 4-year 

 touching 

 tomorrow 

 today 

“And they 

said, „Let us 

rise up and 

build.‟  So they 

strengthened 

their hands  

for this good 

work.”       
 

Nehemiah 2:18b,c 
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Advanced Pastoral Class in Bogota, which will start this June.  The church leadership 

wholeheartedly embraced the World Reach Bible Institute 5-step process (Student 

Application, Preliminary Classes, Final Student Selection, Conduct Core Courses, Diploma 

Defense and Graduation), including North American professors for some of the courses to be 

taught.  The Advanced Pastoral Class will conduct 3 Preliminary classes, after which 

students will be finally selected for the available class seats.  Then 14 Core courses will be 

conducted through to graduation. 

 

The Schedule for the undergraduate Pastoral Bible Institute at Cucuta, Colombia, was 

developed with 2 Preliminary and 10 Core courses.  The start date for this location is yet to 

be determined. 

 

So, significant progress in building pastoral curriculum for these locations have been 

advanced for God’s glory and for man’s good.  

    

Please pray that God will continue to give us clear direction in each of these areas.  And 

please pray for Jim and Jeannie Berryhill, American missionaries in Bogota who are 

providing World Reach with significant assistance as coordinators, interpreters and essential 

contacts with church leaders.                                                                   

     

Dick is scheduled to go back to Bogota in November, 2008, to make final selection of 

students to enter the Core classes of the Advanced Institute. 

                                                                                

        More Updates Later . . . . . 
 

 

Romania 

 

Although a final date has not been established as yet, Dick anticipates meeting shortly with 

the World Reach missionary, Francisco Berrios, to finalize the determination concerning an 

undergraduate Institute for that country.  Francisco and his wife, Martita, have been in Spain 

doing some work in that country. 

  

Prayer Request 
 

Very recently, Dick had cataract surgery on one eye.  While the surgery itself went well, the 

healing and sight adjustment process is taking some time and a toll on accomplishing 

Institute work.  Surgery on the other eye will be scheduled as soon as possible.  Your prayers 

are needed for a good second surgery, a fast recovery and good results.  Thank you in 

advance for your prayers. 
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God-Confidence or Self-Arrogance? 
 

“Some trust in chariots and some trust in horses, 

 but we trust in the name of the Lord our God.” 

Psalm 20:7 

 

The 1985 Villanova Wildcats upended the defending champion Georgetown Hoyas to win 

the men’s NCAA basketball championship.  The 1980 U.S. Olympic Hockey squad defeated 

the world renown Soviet Union team and went on to win the Gold Medal.  The 2007 New 

York Giants surprised many with their Super Bowl victory over the undefeated New England 

Patriots.  All of the competitions have been compared to the most frequently used Bible 

illustration in sports—David’s defeat of Goliath. 
         
Like their Biblical counterpart, these athletic ―Goliaths‖ had tremendous confidence in their 

own power and skills.  In life, just as in sports, overconfidence can be costly. 
         

Goliath had every earthly reason to be confident.  Interpretations vary among Bible scholars 

as to Goliath’s actual size . . . but he was big!  His armor may have weighed twice as much 

as David and his spearhead alone was as heavy as a bowling ball.  He was a huge man but, 

after falling flat on the ground, his statistics became moot.  It was the condition of his heart 

that made him so different from David.   
 

Our attention usually turns to David in this passage because his courage and valor inspire us.  

But, if it weren’t for his faith in God (Important!) and the fact that he acknowledged the 

victory was God’s to win, David would have been no different from Goliath.  He would have 

been simply another defiant competitor proclaiming his own success.  Goliath turned out to 

be just that.  He repeatedly defied Israel and, therefore, God, with his arrogant taunting.  He 

was daring them to attack them, striking fear into all but one of the Israelites.  We can learn a 

lot from David’s example of courageous action.  But we would be clear about what 

transpired in this battle.  Goliath wasn’t defeated by a shepherd boy with a sling; he was 

defeated by an Almighty God with a faithful servant.  (Important!)         
          
Even someone on the Lord’s side can make the Goliath-sized mistake of arrogance.  God 

equips us all with gifts and talents, but we misappropriate the glory when we admire them as 

our own.  Acknowledge to God that you are relying on Him for victory in every area of 

life—then ask Him to use you and your gifts to win your battles.  
              

   Serving Him always,                 
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“Impossible” loses its meaning in the  

Presence of God! 

 

Grace is something for nothing when 

we don't deserve anything. 

Praise God! 


