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Theology  

 

   ñ. . . and lo, a throne standing in Heaven, with One seated on the throne.ò 

 

American baby boomers are living in greater threatening times than any of us have 

seen in our lifetime.  Americans are losing their jobs, seeing their retirement funds 

disappear, watching their homes go into foreclosure, wondering about the threat of 

terrorism against us and being told that things will probably get worse before they 

get better. 

 

Weôve been told all our lives that Christians can experience peace in the midst of the 

storms, but now that weôre here that statement becomes more than a pious platitude.  

Weôve always believed itôs true, but the questions is, ñHow do we experience that 

peace?ò  The answers are in understanding that God is on His throne and we are to 

rest in the truth about Him. 
 

1)  God is in charge.  Sometimes we have to get back to basics.  The greatest 

fundamental truth that will give us peace during these turbulent days is that God is 

real and is in complete control of this world.  Things arenôt just happening.  A 

Sovereign God is working out His eternal purposes within this tiny box we call time.  

History really is His story and He is working out the plot in this worldðone day at a 

time.  The story has a happy ending, no matter what seems to be happening now.  

We need to remember this as we live through the scary scenes in this eternal drama. 
 

2) God is our Father and loves us dearly.  This omnipotent God isnôt indifferent 

toward our circumstances.  He loves us and cares about our lives more than we can 

possibly imagine.  Sometimes our circumstances could lead us to believe that God 

doesnôt care, but donôt fall for that lie from the enemy.  He does care about us and 

wonôt abandon us in our trials. 
 

3) Our Father is always superintending the details of our lives.  Whatever 

unfolds in our lives, we can be assured that God is directing the details.  He knows 

about our job security, our bills, our family and our financial balance.  This is a time 

when trusting Him is the only way we are going to get through without falling apart 

emotionally.  We need to choose to believe that He is guiding our steps. 

 touching 

 tomorrow 

 today 

ñNow there are 

varieties of gifts, 

but the same 

Spirit; and there 

are varieties of 

service, but the 

same Lord . . . 

but it is the same 

God who inspires 

them all.ò 
 

1 Corinthians 12:4-6 
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ñChoose to love 

the Lord your 

God and to obey 

Him and to cling 

to Him for  

He is your life 

and the length  

of your days.ò 
 

Deuteronomy 30:20a 



4) We can trust Him regardless of what happens.  None of us knows the future.  Committed Christians 

have already lost their jobs.  Some have lost their homes.  Many have seen their retirement accounts 

dissolve.  Our God isnôt Santa Claus, so we may not get what we want, but we can be assured that our loving 

Heavenly Father will be with us and will lead us forward one step at a time, regardless of how things turn 

out.  Our lifeôs source isnôt found in the external, but in the Eternal. Remember that when times are scary.  

 

These 4 statements affirm theological truth.  Embrace them as the basis for your approach to life in uncertain 

days.  We can experience peace in the midst of threatening circumstances because Jesus doesnôt just give us 

peace.  He is our peace!  Trust Him and you can know peace, no matter what happens around you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whatõs Happening? 

 

Colombia  

 

I recently returned from a mission trip to Colombia.  We had a teacher new to World Reach providing a 

class to the pastors, aspiring pastors and church leaders.  I also needed to discuss some school details with 

the National Coordinator, Pastor Alberto, and Jim Berryhill, who hosts the Bible Institute in his facility.  

 

The facility was filled to overflowing with the most committed students I have met in my tenure with World 

Reach Bible Institutes.  These 70-plus people crowded in to ensure all would have seats to hear the teaching.  

Pastor Alberto is so committed to extending the Kingdom of God that he takes what he learns after each 

class to a second site to teach others who have a great desire to learn also.  These people were happy to 

receive Godôs Word and had great enthusiasm for more.  They received we Americans with genuine warmth 

and commitment to learn.  

 

The Colombian class consists of 10 pastors with churches, 15 aspiring pastors and 40-plus church leaders of 

various specialties.  They have just finished their fifth course, with nine more to complete.  While I was 

there, Pastor Alberto asked if they could have a second class after this one is completed.  They are looking 

two years down the road to train more church people to take up the Great Commission.  Itôs a joy to go to 

places like this; they make ministry so worth while.  In the near future, I will be returning to teach ñChurch 

History Surveyò and later ñSpiritual Leadership and Discipleshipò.  I look forward to going. 

 

Around us is a world lost in sin.  

 

Above us is a God willing and able to save.  

 

It is our commission to build the bridge that links heaven and 

earth, and prayer is the mighty instrument that does the work.  

 

Pray, Give and Go!  The work is waiting.  
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  Colombian Pictures   

 
 

Romania  

 

I will be traveling to Romania near the end of May to discuss National Coordinator Responsibilities and to 

address the students concerning classes and upcoming courses.  These 20 church leaders have completed six 

courses, with eight more to go until graduation.  They are adult young church leaders that are all attending 

college or working, yet they come for evening classes that go into the night.  This is not an easy road for 

them.  We do our best to meet their training needs and grow them in Godôs Word and in Christ Jesus, not as 

a program to be completed, but as part of Godôs sanctification process of growing in Jesus.  I look forward 

to going back to their beautiful country. 

 

The State of the Bible Institutes      

 

The number of Bible Institutes vary from time to time, depending on whether classes are being held in 

specific locations.  For instance, while we have two Institute sites in Kenya (Meru and Muthetheni), they 

both have just graduated during February 2009.  There will not be students at these locations for a time since 

we are currently conducting a significant survey of pastoral graduates and their churches to determine the 

degree to which the Bible Institutes are meeting the training needs. 
 

We currently have nine Institutes in six countries with pastors, aspiring pastors and church leaders being 

trained at this time.  In addition, three more Institutes in two countries will start new classes in the very near 

future.  When this happens, we will be conducting 12 Bible Institutes in eight countries.  The Institutes 

conduct training courses from two to four year periods, depending on location and the number of courses for 

a specific locationôs need.  Presently, we have over 200 pastors, aspiring pastors and church leaders being 

trained in such subjects as: Bible Study Methods and Interpretation; New Testament Survey; Old Testament 

Survey; Bible Doctrine Survey; Preaching Biblical Messages I & II; Church History Survey; Missions, 

Evangelism, and Discipleship; Systematic Theology I & II; Spiritual Leadership and Discipleship; Church 

Education and Administration; Teaching Principles and Methods; Marriage and Family Seminar; World 

Religions; Pastoral Care; various Biblical Book Studies; etc.  There are currently approximately 24 staff and 

adjunct teachers to bring Godôs Word to students in various parts of the world that World Reach touches.  

With your continued prayer and financial support, we will continue to ñGoò to accomplish the Great 

Commission.  It has been my privilege to lead this call for training and I praise God for the opportunity to 

serve His Kingdom on Earth.  
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(Left to Right) 
CARL LINDSAY (Teacher), PASTOR ALBERTO (Coordinator), 

DR. DICK SANS (Bible Institute Director) 

STUDENTS AT WORK 


