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Now that the Christmas season is over for another year—is it really?  No!  

For if we look at the essential meaning of Christmas, we find that it is the 

birth that gave birth to rebirth!  And there are millions around the world 

who have yet to be reborn in Christ Jesus.  So, Christmas goes on! 

 

A recent Pew Survey concluded that while “a majority of Americans say 

religion is very important to them, nearly three-quarters of them say they 

believe that many faiths besides their own can lead to salvation.”  Sadly, this 

included a majority of self-professed Christians, including evangelicals, of 

whom 57 percent agree that “many religions can lead to eternal life.”  

Mainstream news reports hailed the trend toward „tolerance‟ - though some 

commentators noted this means many Americans hold beliefs directly 

contradicting the creeds of the religions they say they follow.  As unpopular 

as it is in today‟s culture, true followers of Jesus Christ continue to assert 

that the Savior is the one and only way to God (John 14:6).  Amen! 

 

In John 3:1-21, Nicodemus was „everyman‟ in the sense that he represented 

everyone who searches for and wrestles with spiritual truth and also in the 

sense that he didn‟t really understand it when he found it.  Jesus explained it 

in terms of birth and rebirth: just as we are born physically, so we need to be 

reborn spiritually (vv.5-6; cf. 1 John 4:7).  The same Spirit who conceived 

life within a virgin womb conceives new spiritual life in us.  The effects of 

His person and power can be seen and felt, but not predicted or controlled by 

human beings (v. 8).  

 

The midwife, so to speak, of spiritual rebirth is Jesus (vv.13-15).  He came 

from Heaven, a fact that testifies to the truthfulness of His words to 

Nicodemus.  Jesus made it as plain as He could:  Belief in Him brings eternal 

life.  Salvation comes through the Son alone and is made possible by the love 

of God (vv.16-18), which is the birth that gave birth to rebirth!  This is the 

life-changing, life-giving news of the Gospel. 

 touching 

 tomorrow 

 today 

“May the God of  

peace Himself 

sanctify you wholly; 

and may your spirit 

and soul and body 

be kept sound and 

blameless at the 

coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.” 
      1 Thessalonians 5:23 
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The central meaning of Christmas in our daily lives could be summarized with this:  Living with 

Christ in us and proclaiming Christ to others.  Christ in us means the Christmas story is ongoing.  The 

Incarnation, the Central Plan, the Loving Purpose—all of it is within us, for Christ lives in the hearts 

of those who believe in Him.  The reasons for which He came, died and rose again are to be fulfilled 

in and through us. 
 

Christ‟s sacrifice was perfect and once-for-all, but its redemptive implications are still being worked 

out.  We are still a “work in progress” and in Paul‟s words, “still lacking” (Colossians 1:24).  The 

story of salvation remains in progress in the body of Christ, His Church, throughout the world. 
 

Paul served the Church by serving the Gospel and presenting “the Word of God in its fullness” (v.25).  

The Word is God in His fullness—both the Living Word, Jesus Christ, and the written Word, the 

Bible.  So, it makes sense that the Word is both who Paul served and what he proclaimed.  The goal 

of his ministry was to help believers mature (v.28) in Christ Jesus.  This was the life-purpose that 

filled him to which he devoted all his strength—or rather, all God‟s strength.  The phrase „struggling 

with all his energy‟ reflects both human effort and divine resources (v.29). 
 

What priorities and passions consume your life?  If you were to write a personal paraphrase of 

Colossians 1:28-29, what might it say?  The New Year—2009—is here.  Spend time in prayer today, 

as I will do, asking the Holy Spirit to help order our passions and priorities to glorify God this year. 
 

A Little Teacher from Virginia 
 

In 1873, a teacher from Virginia named Lottie Moon answered God‟s call and became a Southern 

Baptist missionary in northern China.  Missionaries on the field had found that only women could 

reach Chinese women and more workers were desperately needed.  From China, she wrote articles for 

missions journals that inspired women back home to get involved.  The first Christmas offering 

(taken in 1888) paid for three new female missionaries to be sent to China.  The Lottie Moon 

Christmas Offering has been taken annually since then and over the years a total of $1.5 billion has 

been raised for world missions. 

Goals for 2009 
 

Anyone familiar with business management knows about setting goals; attainable, measurable, 

challenging goals.  Christians who are passionate about growing spiritually can also benefit from 

setting goals.  Good spiritual goals encourage us to move forward.  They deal with the future.  I often 

remind myself that I am created for the future.  Our eyes look forward; our ears face forward; our feet 

point forward.  Although we are able to move sideways or step backward if we choose, our primary 

movement is to go forward. 
 

The early part of each January is a time when many people assess their past year and make plans for 

their new year.  As we do so, we can be sure some things will change.  We can expect change 

because we live in a changing world.  Everything around us changes—and we change, too. 
 

Amid the thousands of changes that go on around us, we can keep our spiritual balance by having 

Biblically sound life goals in front of us.  Too often we think of goals and progress more in the 

business arena than in our spiritual lives.  Too often Christians accept spiritual mediocrity rather than 

follow the Holy Spirit into spiritual excellence.  In I Thessalonians 4:1-12, Paul had many good 

things to say about how the Thessalonian Christians had lived.  Yet, Paul knew also they could grow 

even more in their faith.  He wanted the Thessalonian believers to excel spiritually.  As you read this 

scripture, I pray that you will make spiritual excellence your goal, as I will do also.  
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                                                         The World Reach Focal Point: 

“Reaching the World through the Local Church with the Gospel of Jesus Christ”  

 

 I already have in focus some areas of the world that World Reach touches where I will invest time 

and the gifts God has entrusted to me in order to help the Bible Institutes grow.  Some of them are: 

 

* The Advanced Pastoral Class in Colombia is starting the Bible Institute Core 3-year classes this 

month.  I will need to keep personal attention, in person, on its development.  My first trip of this new 

year will be scheduled for Colombia to assist Pastoral Alberto with school development for the 50 

plus students enrolled. 

 

* The new Institute in Romania has completed its three preliminary classes and it is also starting the 

three-year set of classes.  I plan a trip to check on the quality of the process and to also teach the 

Church History Class later in the year. 

 

* As soon as all the teachers are notified and final class schedules are made, I will need to go to Peru 

to assist the regional missionary, Juan Barrientos, and ensure the classes get off to a successful start. 

 

* The regional missionary in Argentina, Andres Acosta, is working diligently to lay the in-country 

ground work for at least one (and possibly two) Bible Institutes in that country.  I will need to go to 

assist with the myriad of details needed to be accomplished by the middle of the year.  

 

* We are about to embark on an in-depth Bible Institute Survey in Kenya.  This survey will include  

pastoral students who have graduated from our classes as well as their churches.  It‟s time to take 

inventory of how well the Institute has trained the men and the affect the training has had on their 

people.  We are looking for lessons that have been learned that we may produce excellence in training 

in God‟s Word.  

 

* I will be developing another course that I will start teaching.  It will be the fourth course I 

personally teach at the Institutes—Church History Survey, Spiritual Leadership and Discipleship, 

Church Ministry/Administration/Education and, in the near future, Teaching Principles and Methods. 

 

These, plus a myriad of administrative duties, will keep me focused on 

the work God has called us to accomplish.  We ask for your continued 

prayers in these specific areas as well as your financial support 

throughout the year 2009.  We will keep you informed on how the work 

is going.  Until the next newsletter, God Bless You Much and thank you 

for all that you do for us. 

 

                      Serving Him always, 
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