My Dear, Sweet Friends, February/March 2010

[ can hardly believe that I'm writing this to you, but | AM IN PERU! At the moment, | am sitting at the
kitchen table in the apartment of Elise Rice. Elise is another of the missionaries here in Peru. I'm sharing an
apartment with her until my own is ready. I'm so grateful!

Leaving was difficult, both emotionally and physically! It seemed like one thing
after another was happening on the trip. First, the flight from Atlanta to Miami
was delayed due to weather. (It was snowing in Atlanta, of all things! Mube that
global-warming thing.) When it did leave, I was going to have just enough time to
get everything done in Miami and get on my flight. Exceptwe went into a holding
pattern for about 20-30 minutes due to weather around Miami! Well, I was losing
time now ... but I just remembered what Ryan had said, “Our surprises - however
apparently inconvenient - are God’s plan!” So, I settled back and waited to see
what God was going to do.

Well, we got to Miami (finally) and there was a problem with the jetway! So, we
sat on the plane another 30 minutes while they fixed it. By the time [ made it off
the first plane, the second plane was only 15 minutes away from leaving - and |
had to be there an hour in advance in order to check my bags! Three people gave
With Mamma me the same answer: “You're too late, the plane is already boarding, you need to
get in line over there and they’ll put you on the next available flight.” Soooo, I
called the World Reach Office, let them know what was going on and got in the line. It was easier to wait in
this line; when you think you’ve already lost the plane, there’s no hurry to get there!

But, the most amazing thing happened!

[ reached the front of the line (finally) and handed my paperwork to the man at the desk. I explained the
problem: my connecting flight had arrived late, | was too late for the other flight, etc. He took my paperwork,
looked at it a moment and typed something into his computer. Then, he picked up his phone and made a call
and then another one. By this time, | was wondering what was going on!? But, after a moment, he set down
the phone, turned to me and handed me a boarding pass. “They’re waiting for you,” he said. I've never heard
such lovely words in my life! He told me where to go and told me to hurry (needless advice!). I thanked him
profusely and took off as fast as [ could go for the gate where I was supposed to be. Sure enough, the plane
had waited for me! But, the miracle started before that.

You see, back in Atlanta, as | was standing in line to check my bags, one of the ladies who works at the
airport had come up to me and told me to check my bags electronically. She asked me where [ was going and
[ told her: Miami, then Lima. She took my paperwork and went over to the self-check klosk punched some
buttons in and pointed me to the line where I needed to drop off my bags. But, here’s [7]
the thing: She checked them in to go all the way to Linfixst on the Delta Airlines
flight, then on the American Airlines flight. I didn’t even know you could do that
when you were flying two separate airlines! As a result, by the time I got to Miami,
my bagswere already on the planeso the plane hadvaited for me! Isn’t God good?!

There were a few other problems along the way ... even after I got on the plane to
Lima, we still had to wait almost another thirty minutes while they fixed a
mechanical problem. Then, once I arrived in Lima, one of my bags didn’t arrive with
me. (But, it was on the very next flight and actually arrived before I finished filling
out the paperwork telling the airport that it was lost!) Yet, moment by moment and
step by step, [ have seen a beautiful testimony of God’s grace and mercy.

Arriving in Peru!



And afterwards - afterwards, it was time to say HELLO! What a blessing it has
been to reconnect with friends, to see familiar faces and to jump back into
serving the Lord here in Peru. As I said before, I am staying with Elise and it
§ has been a delight to share rooms with her once again! (Elise and I stayed
v together in the dorms while [ was here in 2008.)

With Elise on my first day back!

CARAPONGO

Well, you know how it is in Peru;
[ hit the ground running!
Thursday morning I said hello to
many of my friends and Thursday .=
afternoon - VBS in Carapongo! I
was so excited to be part of the
work in Carapongo again. And,
oh, my sweet friends, you have no
idea how wonderful it was to see
everyone again - especially the
little ones. But, oh, my, how they

had grown! Some of you may D

Cristina 2008

remember seeing a picture of little Cristina in my presentation. She was the D Cristina 2010
tiniest girl in my class. Now - well, she’s still tiny - but how she has grown!

There are also new faces in Carapongo, like little Melody, Joselin and her little sister, Yamilet:
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[ will admit - it was good to see new faces. But, if you want to see what
really warmed my heart and sent a tingle down to my very toes, you need
look no further than this picture here (on the far right).

This is Keli. She was the first person [ was privileged to lead to the Lord in
Spanish, way back when I was just learning Spanish in 2008. She continues
to attend the Bible Club faithfully and it has been a delight for me to see \
how she is growing in Christ. New faces, new names, larger numbers ... =
these are all good things. But this - seeing our children growing in the grace )

and knowledge oftheLord—-OEEO EO xEU )61 EAOA




My sweet friends, please continue to keep me in your prayers - that the Lord will work through me and work
in the hearts of these children and that we will be able to see many more children following Christ because of
the ministry here in Carapongo. And, pray for the children! Pray for Keli, for Melody, for Joselin and Yamilet
and Cristina and the others. Pray that Christ will continue working in their little hearts, that they will love
Him more each day, learn more about Him and be ever more faithful in following Him.

PRAYER REQUESTS

~ PRAISE for a safe (if late!) arrival in PERU!

~ PRAISE for being able to see dear friends in Peru again!

~ PRAISE for the Vacation Bible School in Carapongo and all the children who are coming!

~ PRAY that the Lord will continue to give grace and energy as I serve Him here.

~ PRAY for the children - all the children I work with, of course, but especially those in Carapongo.

~ PRAY for great wisdom and grace as I start my new life here.

Thank you, my friends! After so much time - and so much prayer - we are finally here. Don’t let the prayers
stop now!

Rejoicing in Christ,
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