
Chanchomania 2008 όǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ άtLD-Ƴŀƴƛŀέύ            June 

MUD, GLORIOUS MUD!  In June, several brave (i.e., crazy) souls from our youth 
group put aside all that our mothers had taught us and we played in the mud.  
After two hours of mud relays, mud tag, mud fights, crawling in the mud, laughing 
in the mud and the occasional mud-in-the-eye, WE WERE DIRTY!  Our souls were 
ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǎŎŀǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ άǎǘȅέ ǳƴǎƻƛƭŜŘΦ  !ƴŘΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ¢I!¢ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ  
During the months of June and July, we explained the Gospel message to our 
youth . . . using any means necessary.  The filthiness of these mud games was a 
great metaphor. 

Please pray that those youth who have yet to place their trust in Christ would 
choose to do so and that all of our youth would come to a greater understanding 
of just what their relationship with Christ is.  No one has yet mentioned that they 
have made such a decision, but I plan to talk one-on-one with a few specific kids. 

Creative Teams                 Ongoing 

In the Bethel Church Youth Group, we have been experimenting with a new strategy.  At this 
moment, it has produced mixed results.  This strategy is an attempt to address deficiencies 
in our teaching of the youth of our church. 

The problem in a nutshell:  Our kids come and sit in the church meeting and listen 
ǘƻ ŀ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜŀǾŜΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ άƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅέΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
involvement is limited to the activity of the church service itself.  There is very little 
interaction with the subject matter and little or no projection into the community. 

For that reason, we teach one topic for a period of 3 months.  During the first two months, 
we provide opportunities for discussion and conversation while teaching the Bible content.  
And during the third month, we divide up into teams with different creative emphases.  
Each team seeks to communicate through some form of creative expression what was 
learned during the previous weeks.  For example: 

Music TeamτConcert 

Visual Arts TeamτMural and Power Point Presentation 

Film TeamτShort 
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Mobile Bible Institute -Chichicaste                 June 

During the second week of June, I kicked off our Mobile Bible Institute in 
Chichicaste, a town in southern Honduras.  Thirteen students began the two-year 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ōȅ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ Ψ!ƴ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘΩ.  Among the students 
ǿŜǊŜ о ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎΣ н ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ 
man who is impacting the lives of 15 adolescents and their families in his 
community, and a man who had just returned from New York City a couple weeks 
prior after being saved out of a life of drug abuse. 

It is a tiring yet rewarding week for teacher and student alike.  Each day there are 6 
hours of class time.  Nearly all of us are away from our families.  And, occasionally, 
the food even presents a challenge.  (How much yucca and cooked bananas do you 
like in your soup?)  Nonetheless, it is an investment that not only develops the 
students but is also later multiplied in their churches and communities. 

MBI-Honduras 

2 sites: Chichicaste & El Carreto 

16 subjects 

1 week modules 

26 hours of class time per subject 

 

Some of the subjects taught: 

Christology & Soteriology 

Hermeneutics 

Youth Ministry 

Epistle to the Romans 

Sunday School Teachers Seminar               July 

²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŘƻƭŜǎŎŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŜƴǎ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŘƻƭŜǎŎŜƴŎŜΚ  IŜǊŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǊƘŜǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ƛn the 
classroom (especially in the junior high classroom) it is not.  I am always grateful to meet adventurous people who are willing to 
invest a part of their lives in these youth.  Eighteen adventurers met with me for 7 hours in July for the purpose of enriching their 
investment in the lives of the junior-highers in their churches.  We discussed how the mind and motivation of adolescents impacts 
the topics we teach and methodology we use. 

Dating and Courtship Seminar                         July 

Even though it might sound like it, this was not a matchmaking seminar!  The 
particulars of dating and courtship are very much matters of culture.  This fact 
can even be seen in what I have to write in English to communicate the topic I 
taught in Honduras.  The concept communicated by the Spanish word 
ΨƴƻǾƛŀȊƎƻΩ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜƭȅ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ΨŘŀǘƛƴƎΩ and the practice of this 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŜȄŎŜŜŘǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴƴƻǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨŎƻǳǊǘǎƘƛǇΩ that 
their parents and grandparents understand.  Of course, this confusion can 
ŎŀǳǎŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ŘŀŘŘȅΩǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƎƛǊƭ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
dinner table that she has a boyfriend. 

Well, the Fraternidad Evangélica Church in Choluteca, Honduras made some 
important steps toward helping their families discuss this issue.  Throughout 
one weekend, I was able to meet separately with the elementary, junior high, 
high school and university students and their parents.  Parents and kids alike 
were encouraged to listen to each other, to share their own thoughts and 
desires and to follow Biblical principles of responsibility, obedience and purity. 


