
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jesus had just finished breaking the bread (òThis is my body given for you.ó) and put down the 

cup (òThis cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.ó) when an argument broke 

out among the disciples as to which of them was considered to be the greatest  (Luke 22:19-24) .  One can 

only presume that Peter was in the thick of it.  After walking with Jesus for three years, long gone was 

the sentiment he had at first manifested when Jesus called him to be His disciple: òHe fell at Jesusõ 

knees and said, ôGo away from me, Lord, I am a sinful man!õó (Luke 5:8) .  Now he was a man sure of 

himself and of his faith.  He thought of himself as a successful disciple with a bright future in the 

coming kingdom.  He was in no mood for modes ty.  

When Jesus informed Peter of Satanõs intention to sift him and of his need of prayer and 

restoration, Peter was indignant: òLord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death!ó (Luke 22:33) .  

We all know what happened during that night of chaos and  betrayal.  Fearful and alone, Peter disowns 

Jesus.  The rooster crows.  Peter looks up to see the eyes of Jesus upon him.  Lowering his eyes in 

shame, Peter goes out and weeps bitterly.  He has been sifted.  

The sifting process, performed by Satan under Go dõs supervision, reveals how weak we really are 

and how haughty and self -deceived.  It comes into the life of every believer.  It is the experience of 

even the godliest amongst us, like Job.  It reveals the true nature of what we call our òfaithó.  

In trut h, much of what we call faith in God is really religion based on the fear of man.  We live 

and work to be seen by m en.  We need their approval.  The òpersonal relationshipó we say we have with 

God evaporates under the heat of financial reversal, broken rel ationships and carnal desire.  It really 

doesnõt mean much in practice.  Fear or rage grips us in the face of circumstances beyond our control.  

Or it may just be more important what people think about us than what God thinks about us.  Like Peter , 

who was visiting in Antioch  and stopped eating with the Gentiles when Jacobõs people showed up from 

Jerusalem (Galatians 2:11-16), we too are sifted and rebuked for our hypocrisy.  

But why does God allow us to be sifted by Satan?  - Because our faith is òmore precious than goldó 

(1 Peter 1:7) .  It needs to be refined and purified.  The faith of Jesus loves God more than anything or 

anyone else.  The faith of Jesus doesnõt need manõs forgiveness to continue living.  (Remember Judas, 

when he was refused forgiveness by  the chief priests, went out and hung himself ð Mat thew  27:3 -5).  

The faith of Jesus finds its reward in Godõs presence.  It lives in the love and truth of Jesus.  It 

produces Godly character.  

How will we know if we have the faith of Jesus or not? - Only when we are sifted by Satan.  That 

is when we must face the truth.  Peter was sincere.  However, he battled all his life to put aside a 

religious faith based upon people -pleasing and fear of man to live by the faith of Jesus alone.  It is in 

the disciplines  of solitude, fasting and the brutally honest examination of our faith we will learn to live 

by the faith of Jesus alone.  Peterõs counsel? - òGird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your 

hope fully upon the grace brought to you at the revelatio n of Jesus Christ as obedient children.  Since 

you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love 

one another fervently with a pure heart, having been born again through the Word of God which lives 

and abides forever because all flesh is grass and the glory of man as the flower of the grass.  The grass 

withers  and its flower falls away, but the Word of the Lord endures forever.ó (1 Peter 1:13, 22 -25) . 
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 Entire families have 

begun to attend our services 

because of this outreach effort.  

We are now using a large van to 

bring children and parents to 

church on Sunday from two 

different areas of the city.  

 

This summer, we had the visit of two mission team s from the States.  The first was a medical 

team from Greenwood, Indiana who visited in June.  These teams bec ame a partnership between the two 

churches to minister the grace of Jesus Christ.  Do you see in 

the picture to the left how the doctors are treat ing the people 

with a translator while at 

the same time, Gloria (the 

lady with her arm raised ) 

is praying for a patient?  

The conditions are 

difficult, but there is an 

intimacy in which the love 

and compassion of Christ 

is shared with each one.  There are also times of great joy, 

sharing in the fellowship of the grace of God.   In this way , the 

church of Jesus Christ manifests the unity of Christ in this one purpose we share: The glory and praise 

of Jesusõ name.  We have this treasure of grace in our vessels  of clay.  All glory is for Jesus.   

The other team, which visited us in August from 

Bethel Church in Richland, W ashington, came to minister 

to children.  We had Vacation Bible School for a week 

during the morning and then spent the afternoons 

ministering  in schools, institutions and a refugee 

community.  On the last day of VBS, we had an evening 

service for the parents of the children who attended.  

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your 

prayers for us.  Continue to pray 

for the building project ð the 

design, the felling of the trees 

and millwork and the financial 

needs we have for this $40,000 

church building.  We are  
 

Yours for Souls,  
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Enjoy the 
pictures of the 
VBS children.  

Precious in the 
sight of our 

Father! 
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