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A desert is a dry and inhospitable place to be.
shade and the sun burns hot on your neck. Forasfarasyoulook,y ou candt s edeoramynhppegr e
of green. But it is quiet there. There might be the song of an occasional meadowlark and the buzz of a
bee, but you are alone and there isndt a | ot of noi s:e

God knows we need to be in t he desert if we are to
listen to Him with our heart s. It is in the desert that our
spirit hear s t he whi sper of Godos
correction. Our hearts are qui
drink anymore from broken cisterns. In the desert sun , we
can see that we are walking in soiled garments. In the
desert, without our lovers to distract and entertain us, our
heart s feel the emptiness. We remember the love of
Jesus, the faithfulness and the tender mercies of our God.

When our hands are finally empty, our heart s are open and
longing to be filled with Him alone.

Hosea, who seeks out his adulterous wife who has now fallen down to the level of a slave sold in an
open market, finds her and pays the price for her freedom (Hosea 3). He receives her int o his home and
into his heart and loves her, knowing that her suffering has caused her to hate her former lovers. She
returns trembling to the arms of her husband, drawn by his tender compassions. God does the same for
us. Thatis His purpose for taking us into the desert:

0T her efamnew going to allure her; | will lead her into the desert and

speak tenderly to her.  There | will give her back her vineyards and will make

the Valley of Achor ( vexation, affliction, trouble) a door of hope. There sh e will

sing as in the days of her youth, as in the day she came up out of Eqypt. In that

day, decl/l ares the Lord, you will call me 06my
6omy mast @il ®etroth you to me forever;, | will betroth you in

righteousness and justice, in love and compassion. | will betroth you in

<

faithfuiness and you will acknowledge the Lord. © Ho s el 12201 4

It isinthe desertthat | hear the call of God upon my life. Itis a gracious and sovereign call , not
based upon my merit or worthiness. T his high calling is so far above my abilities. Facing the
consequences, the working out of the responsibility it entails , brings nothing less than panic to my heart.
But it is that fear that humbles me before God. | confess to Himlcannotdoitand He tel |l s me
right - to walk by faith in Him. The call He has placed upon me is according to a gracious decision. It
comes with His promise to live and work in me, according to  His power and holiness. In this way , His will

is accomplished in me and through me but for  His glory. Fear is cast out by faith. In Christ, humbled
and dependent upon Him, | am fearless in the task as | walk by faith (believing, trusting and obeying).
That is the message | receive in the desert. | thank God for the desert because it is there | drink

from the living water, which is Christ.



This word of calling hascome tot he Family of Faith Chuftugthehandsl t i
that have fallen and strengthen t hebepaasewéd ayeawerthy KBitis e s 6
just the call of God upon our li  ves.

We have made the decision to move to our property
and, as a church, walk by faith. We cannot wait until the
funds are collected to build a three -story, fully -equipped
church facility.  If we wait where we are, we will die. We
are going to move onto the property with nothing but a
concrete floor, an open -sided building, a simple roof, one
closed room for the nursery and two bathrooms . The entire
structure will cost about $28,000. We have a bit more than
$13,000 in the building fund but we are willing to work, to
pray and to give 0as much as
abi | (R Coyirdhians 8:3). Itis awork of faith ... and of grace.

As a church, we are doing what we can. Five weeks ago,
we began to clear the land. It was full of brambles and dust.
With machetes, axes and rakes, men a nd women worked as one in
spirit and one in purpose to get the job done. It was glorious to
sweat together, labor together and , by faith , put our hands and
feet on the land God has \ AT
given to us for His work :
and glory. After three
Saturdays, the land was
finally cleared. Next , we
started moving dirt to put up the security fence. Each Saturday
is a workday for us and we are working hard . We hope to begin
building soon. We are going to do all we can because we would like
to be under our own roof before the rains come in May. Pray for
us! Be a part of what God is doing here!  We will build until the
money runs out and we are trusting God th at it will never run out.

As the oil flowed from the widowds
in |1 Kings 17:14), may He provide for us as well.

d~or this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: The jar of
flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will ~ not run dry until
the day the Lord gives rain

We ar e seeing new
people coming to church.
We are visiting in the
homes, sharing the Gospel of Christ. This Sunday, we will be
celebrating  &riends Dayd with a special speaker and
refreshments after the service. Pray for us as we invite our
unsaved friends and neighbors to come.

Please pray for these we are contacting: Luis, Jorge,
Neto, Julio, Victor and Nelson. Pray also for Cheryl as she is
counseling womenin need; especially for Marisa , whose heart and o '
life is being healed by Christ. Pray for a new ministry Cheryl has a burden to begin:  Meeting on Saturday




afternoons with the older women of the church 0 those who could be grandmothers. The idea is to
combine handicrafts with the Word  and prayer in the love of Christ. We are in every way going forward

in hope and faith in Christ.  Thank you for your prayers for us and for participating with us in the
preaching of the Gospel here in El Salvador.  Our desert experiences take us to Christ . It is in the
desert we hear His voice. He makes the desert to f low with the living water of  His Spirit and He fills
the silence with His singing. We are ever rejoicing in  Him. Thank you for your prayers and support.
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