
 2009 J A N U A R Y  U P D A T E   

 

Blessings to all, in the name of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  This 
is our first letter of the year and 
many things have taken place in 
our lives since our last one.   

In the month of November, I 
(Andy) traveled to Alabama for a 
medical appointment with a 
neuro-ophthalmologist who 

concluded that I have a fourth 
cranial nerve palsy.   

In December, besides the normal 
Christmas work, we had the 
privilege of celebrating our 7th 
Anniversary as a church (Christian 
Family Center) and the conclusion 
of the Heroes Club (Children’s 
Ministry) for the year.   

In January, I had the opportunity 
to teach a New Testament class in 
El Carreto, Honduras.  We are also 
planning our V.B.S. at the end of 
January.  As a team, we have also 
been involved in research, looking 
for a new bus that will meet our 
needs.  (Remember that 80% of 
the congregation uses the bus to 
travel to and from the church.)  

It’s been a Blessed Year  

ANDY & CARMEN 
ANDREW, DAVID & ETHAN 

   

 THE CASTILLOS 

HEROES CLUB CHRISTMAS 2008 
(Andrew is one of the Shepherds) 

MBI IN EL CARRETO, HONDURAS 



 

It has been a very blessed year as 
we’ve had the opportunity to 
minister at the local church, as well as 
through countryside ministry.  
Carmen is the teacher again for 6-8 
year olds at the Heros Club for this 
year.  I am coordinating this ministry 
and we will begin our work again at 
the end of this month with a V.B.S. 
and regularly meeting with the kids 
on Saturday afternoons.  Once a 
month, Carmen works in the evening 
service nursery and helps me with 
older children during our main 
service on Saturday nights.  She is the 
coordinator of special activities 
throughout the year, so she will be 
planning the programs for Easter, 
Mothers’ Day, Fathers’ Day, Church 
Anniversary, Christmas, etc. and is 
coordinating a once-a-year gathering 
for women from different churches.   

I am also blessed with the different 
ministries that God has placed in my 
hands.  At CFC, I am still coordinating 

the finance committee, the Hero’s 
Club children’s ministry and 
preaching on a regular basis.  This 
year, I will be coordinating the 
children’s ministry during our regular 
Worship Service on Saturday 
evenings.  Outside the local church, I 
had the opportunity to travel to El 
Carreto, Valle to teach a class on ‘The 
New Testament’.  It was a privilege to 
minister to 27 individuals.  Some 
were pastors and others were leaders 
of their respective churches and 
many of them traveled for 4 hours; 
some probably longer.  I taught 
Monday-Thursday, 8:00am-4:00pm.  
The heat exceeded 100 degrees, but 
did not stop us from studying from 
the Word.  I am also preparing to 
travel to Chichicaste, El Paraiso in 
May to teach a class on ‘First 
Corinthians.  Also, I will be involved in 
coordinating a conference on 
‘Homiletics’, bringing leaders from all 
over Honduras.  In November, I will 

be traveling to Nueva Guinea, 
Nicaragua to teach a class on 
‘Pastoral Ethics’.  I have been invited 
to teach ‘I & 2 Corinthians’ for their 
second trimester at the local Bible 
Institute and they have asked me to 
teach the class on ‘Hebrews’ after the 
summer period this year.   

 

A Tremendous Praise:   
We have been looking to buy a new 
bus for our church.  Our attendance 
has dropped because our current bus 
has tremendous problems.  Well, God 
provided $10,000 towards the 
purchase of a bus through one of our 
supporting churches, along with a 
family that also decided to come 
alongside to help meet this need.  
  
Another Praise:  We found the right 
bus and the price was just right.  We 
are still $2,646.90 short.  Lord willing, 
by selling the old bus and fundraising, 
we will raise that amount. 

Ministry Update... 

Special Note from Our Family...  
Carmen:  I praise God for the 
opportunity He has given me to serve 
Him in His ministry.  Many times I 
wonder how I will be able to 
accomplish all the responsibilities, 
besides ministry itself; but, He has 
sustained me with His love, joy and 
strength to accomplish both family 
work and ministry.  I give thanks to 
God for your prayers and support. 

Andrew:  I want to share with you that 
I can now do several things: Read, 
swim (at least with a life vest) and tie 
my shoes.  I also have a Bible I read 
every day.  Greetings to all. 

David:  I love trying new and hard 
things.  Many times, it is difficult for 
others to follow my pace.  (We believe 
that God will someday make David a 
great leader.)  

Ethan:  He is learning a lot from his 
brothers.  Ethan loves our times of 
Bible reading.  It is a blessing to see 
passion for God at such a young age. 

Andy:  I have a very packed calendar 
this year.  Praise God!  I will be 
teaching 3 courses through our MBI 
program; one already taught in El 
Carreto, Honduras, ó1 Corinthiansô will 
be taught in May at Chichicaste, 
Honduras and óPastoral Ethicsô in 
Nueva Guinea, Nicaragua in 
November.  At our local Bible Institute, 
I will teach ó1 & 2 Corinthiansô for three 
months starting in May and a óHebrewsô 
class later in the year.  I hope to 
continue my studies through online 
training at Liberty University.  With the 
divorce rates increasing, a Master of 
Arts in Marriage and Family Counseling 
is a much-needed degree in our region.  

I will travel to Alabama for surgery to 
correct the problem with my vision.  
Lord willing, I will be there February 7 
until probably February 24.  Please 
pray, as the surgery will take place on 
February 16.  During those weekends, 
if you would like to have me share what 
God is doing, please let me know.  We 
had hoped to travel as a family; 
however, the economy is not good in 
our part of the world either.  We have 
seen a decrease in our support, which 
was at roughly 50% until last month.   

Please continue to pray for us, for the 
work that God has called us to do and 
the people we are ministering to.  And 
remember, God is using you through 
us in Latin America.  Thank you for 
your partnership with us.  

Andy, Carmen, Andrew, 

David and Ethan Castillo 
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