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Dear Friends, May 2007

For many years, Gisela
has been accompanying
Botho on his trips to
Eastern Europe.
Therefore, her excitement
was not as great as in
years before but, as the
famous German  poet,
Goethe, said, “Who
is going ona journey, can
tell a story.” And that is
what Gisela wants to do:
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changed. You don't need to tafe a bus in Moscow anymore and by to the neat subiway
station to get an ancther bus that will biing you te a diffetent airport at the othier side of the
city, hoping that you will be there in time to catch your connecting flight. We could even check
aur luggage divectly from Frankfut te Velgograd and the same on the way back. So, we were
wadd. That makes you newous if you don't fnow what is geing en and the departure time of
your connecting flight is getting closer. Finally, they trought us te the national airpext at the
atfier side of the wunway. We found the coviect gate for departure and waited for the call for
aur flight. Suddenly, evenybody jumped up - us, toe. Betho asked where the flight was geing
and they teld us te Socci at the Black Sea. Did that mean our flight was delayed? Did the
gate change? Rothe tiied his best to get same infovmation, which was not easy, not enly because
of the language but because even the waorkews at the aivport did not fnew where or when the
flight should leave. Finally, we identified a group of pecple whoe alse wanted to ge te
Valgegrad. That was enceuraging. Suddenly, they jumped up and started te wun. (That is
the anly way to descuibie their way of maoving.) Even though we didn't fnow what was going on,
we followed them toa different fleox of the ainpent. Obvicusly, there had been an
anncuncement (that was not undewstandabile ) that the gate fad changed. Se, we finally caught
caur plane and were picked up by a dear couple wha brought ws te the place whete we stayed

We stayed at the office of a mission and, thewefore, had mexe privacy than staying in a fieme.
On the first mexning, the schedule for the coming twelve days in Velgegrad was explained to
ws. We were asked to hold seminars, including three units in five different churches. Jhat
meant eveny evening and on weeftends, in addition to the afternoen meetings.



The buothers and sistens welcamed us dearly. Eveny noon, we wete invited to have a meal at
cwganization, J think you may alse be intevested in my impuressiens of the city:

Did Velgograd change much in the last twelve years? J think that the living conditions are
better and thete is more work for which they get paid. But, campared te a westenn country, life
is vewy simple and not weally comparabile.

The old apatment fouses are looking vewy wundown - but this dees not say anything abeut the
inside of them, which
could be verwy well fept.
Jhe living conditions axe
very, very simple (te say
the least). Jt is
Puightening to see how
few things peeple have te
and then they ge to woerk
locking well duressed.
The envirenment looks se
desolate, although they
tued to clean evenything
for spiing.
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streets are without pavement and, becawse of the number of cars, there are anly potholes.

You de not need any signs for speed limits. Jherefore, you can undewstand why the people buy
off-woad vehicles. Still, mast peaple have no car so they use pubilic transpotation. Jhe bigger
paxt ef it is private and does not belong to the city. Jhe so-called “Mashruthas” are minibuses
that can cavy alicut 15 pewsons and are licensed for special nautes. But, since they are private,



they twy to earn their living thuough this. Of counse, there are bus stops where they novmally
stap, but if the people see a minibus they want to take, they jump into the wead and wave and
they will be picked up. Many of these buses are cn the wads. Between one traffic light

! - | change, we counted about §-9 of
) them, besides 1.2 buses.

The way of payment is impuressive.
S You can pay your meney by passing

it fram the back wow up to the diver
by the same way. IJhe system workes
g cven in large buses with 50 ox more
peaple an board.

Jt was great to see how Botho is appreciated in the
different churches. Many remembered last year
when fe was there with cur aldest son, (nulf.
Often fe was asted what subject fe will teach neat
year and when fe will come again. Jt locks as if
Botho's ministwy is a paxt of the local church life,
which they de not want ta miss. Se, they are locking
fouvard te what will be the topic for neat yeax.

(Back to Botho):

One moment we are experiencing that our ministry is changing because of the local situation on
the field, that new projects need to be developed and that there is a growing request for the
Theological Teaching Service. On the other hand, we see that the group of people in Germany
who support us is shrinking. We ask you to pray for a change in that situation, that more believers
in Germany will be interested in our ministry. Maybe we can even find some more churches in
Germany who will support us. This, too, is a prayer request. So, please pray for an extension of
our home base. Thank you and may God bless you.

Yours,
Fellpif s
Botho and Gisela Heinz

(Please visit our webpage: http://TheologischerSchulungs-Service.de)
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