
           

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

    

 
 

I Peter 1:3–9 
 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In His great mercy He has given us new birth into 
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never 
perish, spoil or fade—kept in Heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God's power until the 
coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.  In this you greatly rejoice, though now 
for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.  These have come so that your faith—
of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may 
result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  Though you have not seen Him, you love 
Him; and even though you do not see Him now, you believe in Him and are filled with an inexpressible 
and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” 
 

 

n light of the many difficulties that may be facing us all, we need to remember some very basic 
truths, so that we can actively continue to be thankful and proactively give thanks. This 

passage of Scripture shows us a few things that are always true for us as believers: 
 
 ■   We have been born again. 
 

 ■   We have an eternal inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. 
 

 ■   We are shielded by God’s power. 
 

 ■   Through trials, our faith is being proven as genuine. 
 
 
 
 
I.  The Genuine Christian LOVES Christ 
If it were possible to put on a love-ometer and measure our current passion for Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, how would we rate?  Many times we forget that the true prize of the Gospel is not simply 
that one day we get to go to Heaven.  The real treasure of our relationship with Christ is our 
relationship with Christ. He is the great eternal prize!  Because of the new birth, brought about 
by Jesus’ perfect sacrifice, we have a perfect personal relationship with the one and only true 
God.   We are loved by Him and we can love Him with an ever-increasing passion! 
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As we rejoice in these truths, we are challenged to consider three characteristics of a genuine Christian: 
 



II. The Genuine Christian BELIEVES in Christ 
It is more than possible to believe many things about Christ and not really trust in Him.  Do we 
believe the wonderful truths that Jesus taught?  Although we trust Him for the benefits of 
Heaven, do we trust Him with the workings of our everyday lives?  Do we trust Him with our 
time, our talents, our money, our jobs, our decisions, our health and our families?  In moments 
of difficulty, do we trust His goodness and His care?  Do we lean on Him to see us through the 
very darkest of trials?  God is good and is more than worthy of our trust, more than capable of 
handling anything that life may throw at us!   He desires to be believed! 
 
III. The Genuine Christian REJOICES in Christ 
What is our general outlook about life and our daily happenings?  Are we able to enjoy the relationship that 
we have with Him?  Can we praise Him regardless of the circumstances?  He never changes!  Our 
relationship with Him never changes and His care is constant!  Is not that enough to warrant constant 
rejoicing?  Peter states that we can experience a constant joy that is too great to be expressed in words!  
We can be filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy! 
 
This Holiday Season, we are grateful for the manner in which God has taken such wonderful care of us, His 
children!  We are aware that we live in a difficult time, in a difficult part of the world, but we know that 
God is more than capable and more than willing.  He deserves all the Glory and all the Honor for all 
eternity!  Our prayer is that you will join with us in our thankfulness and will praise our Father with great 
passion and commitment. 
 

God has told us that if we present to Him our petitions,  
He is willing to answer in a way that brings glory to Him. 

 

We have a few requests . . . that we hope bring Him glory! 
 

■ Health and Safety: This is a precarious world!  As Honduras experiences greater financial hardships, the 
result has been more crime.  Thanks for your prayers. 
 

■ Financial Provision: Donations this year have been about 25% less than last year.  Ministry expenses have 
risen greatly.  Thanks for your prayers and your generosity. 
 

■ Homeschooling: Kathee and the kids are well into the school year and have made lots of progress.  Please 
pray for diligence, discipline, love and patience.  
 

■ CFC: Our church is recuperating from this year’s difficulties, but we need God’s wisdom as we  make plans 
for the New Year.  Please pray for growth and maturity! 
 

■ Youth Center / Office / Recording Studio: This year, our desire is to continue the construction of this 
multi-purpose building.  Please pray about God’s financial provision! 
 

■ Family: Please pray that we continue to grow in our love and grace for one another. 
 

Happy Holidays! 
 

In the love of Christ, 
  
 
Tim, Kathee, Hannah, Daniel, Abigail and Elizabeth  
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